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3. Becoming the gospel of faith(fulness), love, and hope: 1
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Final reflections: Becoming the gospel (reprise).

The first detailed exegetical treatment of Paul's letters from the
emerging discipline of missional hermeneutics, Michael Gorman's
Becoming the Gospel argues that Paul's letters invite Christian
communities both then and now to not merely believe the gospel but to
become the gospel and, in doing so, to participate in the life and
mission of God. Showing that Pauline churches were active public
participants in and witnesses to the gospel, Gorman reveals the
missional significance of various themes in Paul's letters. He also
identifies select contemporary examples of mission in the spirit of Paul,
inviting all Christians to practice Paul-inspired imagination in their own
contexts.--
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1. Reflexivity and group identity in divided societies -- 2.
Understanding identity change: conditions, context, concepts -- 3.
Ethnic divisions? Types of boundaries and the temporality of change in
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland -- 4. The grammar of
nationality, the limits of variation and the practice of exclusion in the
two Irelands -- 5. Distancing from division: The frequency and framing
of individual identity innovation -- 6. How people change: cultural
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Conclusion -- Appendix: Methodological appendix.

Sommario/riassunto This book explores everyday identity change and its role in
transforming ethnic, national and religious divisions. It uses very
extensive interviews in post-conflict Northern Ireland and the Republic
of Ireland in the early 21st century to compare the extent and the
micro-level cultural logics of identity change. It widens comparisons to
the Gard in France, and uses multiple methods to reconstruct the
impact of identity innovation on social and political outcomes in the
2010s. It shows the irreducible causal importance of identity change for
wider compromise after conflict. It speaks to those interested in
Cultural Sociology, Politics, Conflict and Peace Studies, Nationalism,
Religion, International Relations and European and Irish Studies.



