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Lifespan and linguistic awareness

This paper focuses on the writing of compound words in the private
journals of Thomas Mann (1875-1955) and Harry Graf Kessler (1868-
1937),* with special attention to their later years. It will be established
that the percentage of closed compound words decreases with time
while hyphenated compound words, medial capital spelling and
separate spelling increase - resulting in a greater variety of
compounds. Endogenous and exogenous factors influencing their
writing will also be examined. The variability of compounds outside the
orthographic norm increases noticeably in conjunction with the age of


