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Despite the increasing number and variety of older characters
appearing in film, television, comics, and other popular culture, much
of the understanding of these figures has been limited to outdated
stereotypes of aging. These include depictions of frailty, resistance to
modern life, and mortality. More importantly, these stereotypes
influence the daily lives of aging adults, as well as how younger
generations perceive and interact with older individuals. In light of our
graying population and the growing diversity of portrayals of older
characters in popular culture, it is important to examine how we
understand aging. In Aging Heroes: Growing Old in Popular Culture,
Norma Jones and Bob Batchelor present a collection of essays that
address the increasing presence of characters that simultaneously
manifest and challenge the accepted stereotypes of aging.--publisher.


