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Today, Australia's response to asylum-seeking 'boat people' is a hot-
button issue that feeds the political news cycle. But the daily reports
and political promises lack the historical context that would allow for
informed debate. Have we ever taken our fair share of refugees? Have
our past responses been motivated by humanitarian concerns or
economic self-interest? Is the influx of 'boat people' over the last
fifteen years really unprecedented?In this eloquent and informative
book, historian Klaus Neumann examines both government policy and
public attitudes towards refugees and asylum seekers
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