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This book reveals the strain of a moment in American cultural history
that led several remarkable writers -- including Emerson, Warner, and
Melville -- to render the stark rupture of loss in innovative ways.
Pushing Protestant culture's sense of loss into secular terrain, these
three key writers rejected Calvinist and sentimental models of
bereavement, creating instead the compensations of a mature
American literature whose 'originality' stemmed from its capacity to
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mourn the loss of a common culture and, through such mourning, to
assent to new social and cultural realities. Balaam locates
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Readers of Making Sense of the College Curriculum expecting a
traditional academic publication full of numeric and related data will
likely be disappointed with this volume, which is based on stories
rather than numbers. The contributors include over 185 faculty
members from eleven colleges and universities, representing all sectors
of higher education, who share personal, humorous, powerful, and
poignant stories about their experiences in a life that is more a calling
than a profession. Collectively, these accounts help to answer the
question of why developing a coherent undergraduate curriculum is so
vexing to colleges and universities. Their stories also belie the public's
and policymakers' belief that faculty members care more about their
scholarship and research than their students and work far less than
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most people.


