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Interpreting textual mediations of history in early modernity, this
volume adds nuance to our understanding of the contributions fiction
and fictionalizing make to the shape and texture of versions of and
debates about history during that period. Geographically, the scope of
the essays extends beyond Europe and England to include Asia and
Africa. Contributors take a number of different approaches to
understand the relationship between history, fiction, and broader
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themes in early modern culture. They analyze the ways fiction writers
use historical sources, fictional texts translate ideas about the past into
a vernacular accessible to broad audiences, fictional depictions and
interpretations shape historical action, and the ways in which
nonfictional texts and accounts were given fictional histories of their
own, intentionally or not, through transmission and interpretation.  By
combining the already contested idea of fiction with performance,
action, and ideas/ideology, this collection provides a more thorough
consideration of fictional histories in the early modern period. It also
covers more than two centuries of primary material, providing a longer
perspective on the changing and complex role of history in forming
early modern national, gendered, and cultural identities.
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Foreword: Grounding the spell : the fairy tale film and transformation /
Jack Zipes -- Introduction: Envisioning ambiguity : fairy tale films /
Pauline Greenhill and Sidney Eve Matrix -- Mixing it up : generic
complexity and gender ideology in early twenty-first century fairy tale
films / Cristina Bacchilega and John Rieder -- Building the perfect
product : the commodification of childhood in contemporary fairy tale
film / Naarah Sawers -- The parallelism of the fantastic and the real :
Guillermo del Toro's Pan's labyrinth/El Laberinto del fauno and
neomagical realism / Tracie D. Lukasiewicz -- Fitting the glass slipper :
a comparative study of the princess's role in the Harry Potter novels
and films / Ming-Hsun Lin -- The shoe still fits : Ever after and the
pursuit of a feminist Cinderella / Christy Williams -- Mourning mothers
and seeing siblings : feminism and place in The juniper tree / Pauline
Greenhill and Anne Brydon -- Disney's Enchanted : patriarchal backlash
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-- Fairy tale film in the classroom : feminist cultural pedagogy, Angela
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secret midnight ball and a magic cloak of invisibility : the cinematic
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In this, the first collection of essays to address the development of fairy
tale film as a genre, Pauline Greenhill and Sidney Eve Matrix stress,
""the mirror of fairy-tale film reflects not so much what its audience
members actually are but how they see themselves and their potential
to develop (or, likewise, to regress)."" As Jack Zipes says further in the
foreword, "Folk and fairy tales pervade our lives constantly through
television soap operas and commercials, in comic books and cartoons,
in school plays and storytelling performances, in our superstitions and
prayers for miracles,


