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In his portrait of Duke George of Saxony (1471–1539) Christoph
Volkmar offers a fresh perspective on the early Reformation in
Germany. Long before the Council of Trent, this book traces the origins
of Catholic Reform to the very neighborhood of Wittenberg. The
Dresden duke, cousin of Frederick the Wise, was one of Luther's most
prominent opponents. Not only did he fight the Reformation, he also
promoted ideas for renewal of the church. Based on thousands of
archival records, many of them considered for the first time, Christoph
Volkmar is mapping the church politics of a German prince who used
the power of the territorial state to boost Catholic Reform, marking a
third way apart from both Luther and Trent. This book was orginally
published in German as Reform statt Reformation. Die Kirchenpolitik
Herzog Georgs von Sachsen, 1488-1525 .


