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Sommario/riassunto "Participatory democracy calls for the creation and proliferation of

practices and institutions that enable individuals and groups to better
determine the conditions in which they act and relate to others. Michael
Menser's timely book We Decide! is arguably the most comprehensive
treatment of participatory democracy. He explains the three waves of
participatory democracy theory to show that this movement is attentive
to the mechanics of contemporary political practices. Menser also
outlines "maximal democracy," his own view of participatory democracy
that expands people's abilities to shape their own lives, reduce
inequality, and promote solidarity. We Decide! draws on liberal,
feminist, anarchist, and environmental justice philosophies as well as
in-depth case studies of Spanish factory workers, Japanese housewives,
and Brazilian socialists to show that participatory democracy actually
works. Menser concludes his study by presenting a reconstructed
version of the state that is shaped not by corporations but by inclusive
communities driven by municipal workers, elected officials, and
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ordinary citizens working together. In this era of Bernie Sanders and
Donald Trump, the participatory democracy proposed in We Decide! is
more significant than ever"--
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Marcus Otto undertakes a systems theory inspired genealogical
rewriting of a metanarrative of modernity, which unfolds as a political
inclusion-imperative of historic potency on the subject figure. This
implies the deconstruction of an overarching will to be the subject
which predominates not only in political and societal self-descriptions,
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but also in historiography to this day. This results in a »failure to
decapitate the king,« as Foucault once put it, with reference to political
thought.

Includes bibliographical references.
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Marcus Otto unternimmt eine systemtheoretisch inspirierte
genealogische Wiederbeschreibung eines Metanarrativs der Moderne,
das sich als Imperativ politischer Inklusion historisch wirkmachtig an
der Figur des Subjekts entfaltete. Dies impliziert die Dekonstruktion
eines ubergreifenden Willens zum Subjekt, der bis heute nicht nur in
politischen und gesellschaftlichen Selbstbeschreibungen, sondern auch
in der Historiographie vorherrscht. Mithin ist in einem umfassenden
Sinne, der sich an der Figur des Subjekts kristallisiert, also der »Kopf
des Kdnigs noch immer nicht gerollt«, wie Foucault einst bezogen auf
das politische Denken formuliert hat.

Besprochen in:Portal fur Politikwissenschaft, 26.06.2014, Florian
Geisler



