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‘A work of impressive scholarship, offering new insights into and
understanding of the impact of Ottoman reforms on the restructuring

of the Syrian Jewish community. The anecdotal material is fascinating
and the questioning of old stereotypes is important. It is not a study
that will be easily surpassed: it represents many years of serious
scholarship and the ability to challenge some old views with new data.
It is definitely a book that anyone teaching Middle Eastern Jewry should
read and assign to students. Descendants of that community in
America should welcome its insights into their history and culture.’



