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The poems in Alluvial Cities are drawn from this layered landscape's
geology and history, its people and language, and the kindred ties
between earth and water, flesh and blood. DEUCALIONIDS The waters
broke from the void before first light, a divinity ripping through the
trembling flesh of marshes and the levees' old clay thighs, covering
every mile of St. Bernard Parish. Houses with their cement slabs have
floated light as the rinds of watermelons you ate as a boy and chucked
into Lake Catherine, swelled to overflowing by the god that surged into
the Rigolets estuary and left an afterbirth of sweet crude leaked from
foundered tanks. Cars hang like carrion birds on the highest branches
and torn roofs. Leached of mud and flood waters, the houses we pass
cry out broken window panes, duct-taped fridges, and a stillness that
leaves us on the dead grass of this woman's home, like so many thrown
bones.
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Kardunias, as the kingdom of the Kassites in Babylonia was called in
ancient times, was the neighbor and rival of great powers such as
Egypt, the Hittites, and Assyria. But while our knowledge of the latter
kingdoms has made huge progress in the last decades, the Kassites
have until recently been largely ignored by modern scholarship.
Recently a number of scholars have embarked on research into
different aspects of Late Bronze Age Babylonia. The desire to share the
results of these new investigations resulted in an international
conference, which was held at Munich University in July 2011. The
presentations given at this meeting have been revised for publication in
the current volume.This book gives an overview of current research on
the Kassites and is the first larger survey of their culture ever. An
invaluable introduction by Kassite expert Professor John A. Brinkman is



followed by seventeen specialist contributions investigating different
aspects of the Kassites. These include detailed historical, social,
cultural, archaeological, and art historical studies concerning the
Kassites from their first arrival in Mesopotamia, during the period when
a Kassite Dynasty ruled Babylonia (c. 1500-1550 BC), and in the
subsequent aftermath. Concentrating on southern Mesopotamia the
contributions also discuss Kassite relations and presence in
neighboring regions.The book is completed by a substantial
bibliography and a detailed index.



