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Reappraising aesthetic rationalism -- A glorious relic? -- Theory of
aesthetic judgment -- The rationalist aesthetic -- The meaning of rules
-- Kant's paltry polemic -- Diotima versus Dionysus -- The challenge
of irrationalism -- Gadamer and the rationalist tradition -- Leibniz and
the roots of aesthetic rationalism -- The grandfather's strange case --
Theory of beauty -- Analysis of sense -- The classical Trinity -- Wolff
and the birth of aesthetic rationalism -- Wolff and the aesthetic
tradition -- Theory of the arts -- Psychology -- Theory of beauty --
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taste -- Defense of tragedy -- Theory of taste -- Poetics -- The rules
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beauty -- Status of aesthetics -- An ambiguous legacy -- Winckelmann
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This text presents a comprehensive re-examination of the rationalist
tradition of aesthetics as it prevailed in Germany in the late 17th and
early 18th centuries. This tradition is of the greatest historical
importance because it gave birth to modern aesthetics, art criticism,
and art history.



