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By 1850, the frontier settlement of San Antonio had seen more than its
share of hardships, Indians attacks, rebellions, and repeated military
occupations. These events all marked the towns recent past. In 1854,
though, the editor of the Alamo Star felt confident enough in the town's
progress to announce that the embattled outpost would soon be known
as the "Queen of the West." The Star, of course, capitalized on the name
of the town's most famous landmark--the Alamo. Although historians
have written about the battle and the town, no one has yet adequately
explained how they are connected to each other. A deeper look at the
development of San Antonio shows that it was not only the site of the
Battle of the Alamo, it was the center of much of the history of Spain,
Mexico, Texas, and the United States. --


