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This text explores the implementation of international accountability
for dependent territories under the United Nations during the early
Cold War era. Although the Western nations that drafted the UN Charter
saw the organization as a means of maintaining the international status
quo they controlled, newly independent nations saw the UN as an
instrument of decolonization and an agent of change disrupting global
political norms. The book documents the unprecedented process
through which these new nations came to wrest control of the United
Nations from the World War II victors that founded it, allowing the UN
to become a vehicle for global reform. It examines the consequences of
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these early changes on the global political landscape in the midst of
heightened international tensions playing out in Europe, the developing
world, and the UN General Assembly.


