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The United States government, represented by the Office of the
Solicitor General, appears before the Supreme Court more than any
other litigant. The Office's link to the president, the arguments it makes
before the Court and its ability to alter the legal and policy landscape
make it the most important Supreme Court litigant bar none. As such,
scholars must understand the Office's role in Supreme Court decision
making and its ability to influence the Court. It examines whether and
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how the Office of the Solicitor General influences the United States
Supreme Court. Combining archival data with recent innovations in the
areas of matching and causal inference, the book finds that the
Solicitor General influences every aspect of the Court's decision-making
process. From granting review to cases, selecting winning parties,
writing opinions and interpreting precedent, the Solicitor General's
office influences the Court to behave in ways it otherwise would not.
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"Due to the graphic nature of this program, viewer discretion is
advised." Most of us have encountered this warning while watching
television at some point. It is typically attached to a brand of reality
crime TV that Paul Kaplan and Daniel LaChance call "crimesploitation":
spectacles designed to entertain mass audiences by exhibiting "real"
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criminal behavior and its consequences. This book examines their
enduring popularity in American culture. Analyzing the structure and
content of several popular crimesploitation shows, including Cops,
Dog: The Bounty Hunter, and To Catch a Predator, as well as newer
examples like Making a Murderer and Don't F**K with Cats, Kaplan and
LaChance highlight the troubling nature of the genre: though it
presents itself as ethical and righteous, its entertainment value hinges
upon suffering. Viewers can imagine themselves as deviant and
ungovernable like the criminals in the show, thereby escaping a law-
abiding lifestyle. Alternatively, they can identify with law enforcement
officials, exercising violence, control, and "justice" on criminal others.
Crimesploitation offers a sobering look at the depictions of criminals,
policing, and punishment in modern America.
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