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This collection of inter-related essays argues that the way in which
Chronicles incorporates and develops material from Samuel-Kings
offers an analogy for the way in which the final edition of Exodus was
produced. Embedded within the text of Exodus there is an earlier
Deuteronomistic version recoverable from the reminiscences of the
exodus in Deuteronomy. This, it is suggested, is the most objective
method available for recreating the literary history of Exodus and must
constitute the first stage in any analysis of Exodus. Already, it produces
some surprisingly radical results.
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The old speaker in Middle English literature often claims to be impaired
because of age. This admission is often followed by narratives that
directly contradict it, as speakers, such as the Reeve in Chaucer's
Canterbury Tales or Amans in Gower's Confessio Amantis, proceed to
perform even as they claim debility. More than the modesty topos, this
contradiction exists, the book argues, as prosthesis: old age brings
with it debility, but discussing age-related impairments augments the
old, impaired body, while simultaneously undercutting and
emphasizing bodily impairments. This language of prosthesis becomes
a metaphor for the works these speakers use to fashion narrative,
which exist as incomplete yet powerful sources.
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This pioneering study uses an early seventh-century Christian martyr
legend to elucidate the culture and society of late antique Iraqg.
Translated from Syriac into English here for the first time, the legend of
Mar Qardagh introduces a hero of epic proportions whose
characteristics confound simple classification. During the several stages
of his career, Mar Qaragh hunts like a Persian King, argues like a Greek
philosopher, and renounces his Zoroastrian family to live with monks
high in the mountains of Iraqi Kurdistan. Drawing on both literary and
artistic sources, Joel Walker explores the convergence of these diverse
themes in the Christian culture of the Sasanian Empire (224-642).
Taking the Qrdagh legend as its foundation, his study guides readers
through the rich and complex world of late antique Iraq.



