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While doing fieldwork in the modernizing Javanese city of Solo during
the late 1980's, Suzanne Brenner came upon a neighborhood that
seemed like a museum of a bygone era: Laweyan, a once-thriving
production center of batik textiles, had embraced modernity under
Dutch colonial rule, only to fend off the modernizing forces of the
Indonesian state during the late twentieth century. Focusing on this
community, Brenner examines what she calls the making of the
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"unmodern." She portrays a merchant enclave clinging to its distinctive
forms of social life and highlights the unique power of women in the
marketplace and the home--two domains closely linked to each other
through local economies of production and exchange. Against the
social, political, and economic developments of late-colonial and
postcolonial Java, Brenner describes how an innovative, commercially
successful lifestyle became an anachronism in Indonesian society,
thereby challenging the idea that tradition invariably gives way to
modernity in an evolutionary progression. Brenner's analysis centers on
the importance of gender to processes of social transformation. In
Laweyan, the base of economic and social power has shifted from
families, in which women were the main producers of wealth and
cultural value, to the Indonesian state, which has worked to reorient
families toward national political agendas. How such attempts affect
women's lives and the meaning of the family itself are key
considerations as Brenner questions long-held assumptions about the
division between "domestic" and "public" spheres in modern society.
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What do the Hollywood 'school films' of the 1980's and 1990's
communicate about education and race? This book looks at The
Graduate , Blackboard Jungle , The English Patient , Dead Poets Society ,
Pulp Fiction , Ghost , The Wizard of Oz , Top Gun and Forrest Gump to
answer the question.
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With Fred D'Aguiar and Caribbean Literature: Metaphor, Myth, Memory ,
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Leo Courbot offers the first research monograph entirely dedicated to a
comprehensive reading of the verse and prose works of Fred D'Aguiar,
prized American author of Anglo-Guyanese origin. “Postcolonial”
criticism, when related to the history of the African diaspora, regularly
inscribes itself in the wake of Sartrean philosophy. However, Fred
D'Aguiar's both typical and untypical Caribbean background, in
addition to the singularity of his diction, call for a different approach,
which Leo Courbot convincingly carries out by reading literature in the
light of Jacques Derrida and Édouard Glissant's less conventional sense
of the intrinsically metaphorical and cross-cultural nature of language.


