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In Intolerance, Polemics, and Debate in Antiquity scholars reflect on
politico-cultural, philosophical, and religious forms of critical
conversation in the ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, Graeco-Roman, and
early-Islamic world. They enquire into the boundaries between debate,
polemics, and intolerance, and address their manifestations in both
philosophy and religion. This cross-cultural and inclusive approach
shows that debate and polemics are not so different as often assumed,
since polemics may also indicate that ultimate values are at stake.
Polemics can also have a positive effect, stimulating further cultural
development. Intolerance is more straightforwardly negative. Religious
intolerance is often a justification for politics, but also elite rationalism
can become totalitarian. The volume also highlights the importance of
the fluency of minorities in the dominant discourses and of their ability
to develop contrapuntal lines of thought within a common cultural
discourse.
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The chapters in this collection are reflections of the intellectual,
emotional and day-to-day experiences of professional staff engaged in
academic development. They provide the reader with glimpses of how
academic developers at one South African university are continuously
shaping their identities through sense-making processes, how they
creatively apply different theoretical approaches to both analysing and
informing their work and what their views are of the practical and
systemic challenges facing higher education.



