
UNINA99107950589033211. Record Nr.

Titolo The battle for fortune : state-led development, personhood, and power
among Tibetans in China / / Charlene Makley

Pubbl/distr/stampa Ithaca ; ; London : , : Cornell University Press, , 2018

ISBN 1-5017-1967-X
1-5017-1965-3

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (345 pages)

Collana Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University

Disciplina 951/.5

Soggetti Tibetans - China - Reb-gong Gser-mo-ljongs - Social conditions -
21st century
Tibetans - China - Reb-gong Gser-mo-ljongs - Economic conditions -
21st century
Reb-gong Gser-mo-ljongs (China) Ethnic relations
Reb-gong Gser-mo-ljongs (China) Politics and government 21st
century

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Previously issued in print: 2018.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Introduction : Olympic time and dilemmas of development in China's
Tibet -- The dangers of the gift master -- The mountain deity and the
state    : voice, deity mediumship and land expropriation in Jima village
-- Othering    spaces, cementing treasure : concrete, money, and the
politics of value in    Kharnak village school -- The melodious sound of
the right-turning conch :    historiography and Buddhist counter-
development in Langmo village --    Spectacular compassion : "natural"
disasters, national mourning, and the    unquiet dead -- Epilogue : the
kindly solemn face of the female Buddha.
In a deeply ethnographic appraisal, based on years of in situ research,
The Battle for Fortune looks at the rising stakes of Tibetans' encounters
with Chinese state-led development projects in the early 2000s. The
book builds upon anthropology's qualitative approach to personhood,
power and space to rethink the premises and consequences of
economic development campaigns in China's multiethnic northwestern
province of Qinghai.Charlene Makley considers Tibetans' encounters
with development projects as first and foremost a historically situated
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interpretive politics, in which people negotiate the presence or absence
of moral and authoritative persons and their associated jurisdictions
and powers. Because most Tibetans believe the active presence of
deities and other invisible beings has been the ground of power,
causation, and fertile or fortunate landscapes, Makley also takes divine
beings seriously, refusing to relegate them to a separate, less
consequential, "religious" or "premodern" world. The Battle for Fortune,
therefore challenges readers to grasp the unique reality of Tibetans'
values and fears in the face of their marginalization in China. Makley
uses this approach to encourage a more multidimensional and dynamic
understanding of state-local relations than mainstream accounts of
development and unrest that portray Tibet and China as a kind of yin-
and-yang pair for models of statehood and development in a new
global order.


