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By closely analysing the contributions of such theorists as More,
Hobbes, Vico, Montesquieu, Ferguson and Millar to the emergence of
sociology in its original form, Piet Strydom follows the discursive
construction of sociology in the context of the society-wide early
modern practical discourse about violence and rights. Parallels with the
nineteenth- and twentieth-century discourse on poverty and justice

and the contemporary discourse of risk and responsibility allow the
author to reflect not only on the generation of knowledge through
discourse but also on the role that sociology itself plays in this process.
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The humanities and sciences are different -- The distinctions --
Indexical vs. non-indexical -- Perspectival vs. non-perspectival --
Prescriptive vs. descriptive -- Individual vs. collective -- Secondary
differences -- An endpoint to inquiry -- Intellectual progress --
Intellectual authority -- Simplicity and complexity -- Involvement with
mentality -- Related topics -- Philosophy, the humanities, the sciences
-- Stories as sources of insight -- A quick look at the social sciences

-- A plea for intellectual humility.

"The Geography of Insight' argues that the issues of the humanities and
sciences are different in kind and that inquiries into these issues also
have different characteristics as do the resulting insights. These
differences constitute an intellectual geography of the humanities and
sciences: a mapping of key features of the two domains.



