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This book is a major contribution to the comparative histories of crime
and criminal justice, focusing on the legal regimes of the British empire
during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Its overarching
theme is the transformation and convergence of criminal justice
systems during a period that saw a broad shift from legal pluralism to
the hegemony of state law in the European world and beyond.
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Ordinary social violence, - id est recurrent mental or physical
aggression occurring between closely related people - structures social
relationships in Africa, and in the world. Studies of violence in Africa
often refer to ethnic wars and explicit conflicts and do not enter the
hidden domain of violence that this book reveals through in-depth
anthropological studies from different parts and contexts in Africa.
Ordinary violence has its distinctive forms embedded in specific
histories and cultures. It is gendered, implicates witchcraft accusations,
varies in rural and urban contexts, relates to demographic and socio-
economic changes of the past decades and is embedded in the
everyday life of many African citizens. The experience of ordinary
violence goes beyond the simple notion of victimhood; instead it
structures social life and should therefore be a compelling part of the
study of social change.


