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The recent pandemic has put into perspective the impact of epidemic
illness on urban life and exposed the vulnerabilities of societies.
Interdisciplinary case studies from across the globe explore what
insights from the outbreak, experience, and response to previous
epidemics might inform our understanding of the current world. 150
b/w illus.
"Epidemic illnesses--not only a product of biology, but also social and
cultural phenomena--are as old as cities themselves. The outbreak of
COVID-19 in late 2019 brought the effects of epidemic illness on urban
life into sharp focus, exposing the vulnerabilities of the societies it
ravages as much as the bodies it infects. How might insights from the
outbreak and responses to previous urban epidemics inform our
understanding of the current world? With these questions in mind,
Epidemic Urbanism gathers scholarship from a range of disciplines--
including history, public health, sociology, anthropology, and
medicine--to present historical case studies from across the globe,
each demonstrating how cities are not just the primary place of
exposure and quarantine, but also the site and instrument of
intervention. They also demonstrate how epidemic illnesses, and
responses to them, exploit and amplify social inequality in the
communities they touch. Illustrated with more than 150 historical
images, the essays illuminate the profound, complex ways epidemics
have shaped the world around us and convey this information in a way
that meaningfully engages a public readership." -- Amazon.com


