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Introduction : What do rivers mean? -- Overlooking the river -- By the
river -- Up the river -- Down the river -- Crossing the river -- Up and
down the river.

In the continental United States, rivers serve to connect state to state,
interior with exterior, the past to the present, but they also divide
places and peoples from one another. These connections and divisions
have given rise to a diverse body of literature that explores American
nature, ranging from travel accounts of seventeenth-century Puritan
colonists to magazine articles by twenty-first-century enthusiasts of
extreme sports. Using pivotal American writings to determine both
what literature can tell us about rivers and, conversely, how rivers help
us think about



