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"Maternal filicide-the killing of a child by the mother-is not a new
phenomenon. Evidence of mothers killing their infants dates back to at
least 2000 B.C.E. and the ancient Chaldean civilization. The trial of
Andrea Yates in 2001 for drowning her five children, however, captured
the public attention in a way few similar cases had before. Initially met
with public shock and outrage, the Yates case also spotlighted
postpartum psychosis and maternal mental health forensics-the
intersection of maternal mental iliness and the criminal justice system.
Coedited by George Parnham, the attorney who successfully defended
Yates, this book includes his narrative account of how he first heard
about and came to take on the case. It also features real case examples
from more than 30 experts in the field representing eight countries. In
addition, the book includes a chapter on paternal filicide, an important
subject that receives far too little attention in the literature. Firmly
rooted in research, thorough in its description of theory, and packed
with practical applications, this volume highlights the necessary
competency areas for those involved in maternal mental health
forensics, whether psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers, or
lawyers"--



