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The flap of a butterfly's wing in one part of the world can cause
devastating storms on the other side, just as the word ""lesbian""?a
force full of vitality and world-changing creativity?can destroy families
and bring down governments. Evoking the ancient worlds of pre-Vedic
and Sapphic lovers, medieval jonglaresas, and nuns ""fingering petals
and hips,"" as well as the contemporary world of circuses, global
politics, friendship, betrayal, and death, the poems in this collection
fold in on themselves, exploding into concentric rings of meaning, rich
in symbol and metaphor.
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"From the second half of the 1940s, when postwar reconstruction
began in Italy, there were three notable driving forces of environmental
change: the uncontrollable process of urban drift, fueled by
considerable migratory flows from the countryside and southern
regions toward the cities where large-scale productive activities were
beginning to amass; unruly industrial development, which was
tolerated since it was seen as the necessary tribute to be paid to
progress and modernization; and mass consumption. In his fourth
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book, Federico Paolini presents a series of essays ranging from the
uses of natural resources, to environmental problems caused by means
of transport, to issues concerning environmental politics and the
dynamics of the environment movement. Paolini concludes the book
with a forecast about the environmental problems that will emerge in
the public debate of the twenty-first century"--


