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A new look at Thomas Morton, his controversial colonial philosophy,
and his lengthy feud with the Puritans Adding new depth to our
understanding of early New England society, this riveting account of
Thomas Morton explores the tensions that arose from competing
colonial visions. A lawyer and fur trader, Thomas Morton dreamed of a
society where Algonquian peoples and English colonists could coexist.
Infamous for dancing around a maypole in defiance of his Pilgrim
neighbors, Morton was reviled by the Puritans for selling guns to the
Natives. Colonial authorities exiled him three separate times from New
England, but Morton kept returning to fight for his beliefs. This
compelling counter-narrative to the familiar story of the Puritans
combines a rich understanding of the period with a close reading of
early texts to bring the contentious Morton to life. This volume sheds
new light on the tumultuous formative decades of the American
experience.



