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For the first time in scholarship, this essay collection interprets
modernity through the literary micro-genres of the aphorism, the
epigram, the maxim, and the fragment. Situating Friedrich Nietzsche
and Oscar Wilde as forerunners of modern aphoristic culture, the
collection analyses the relationship between aphoristic consciousness
and literary modernism in the expanded purview of the long twentieth
century, through the work of a wide range of authors, including Samuel
Beckett, Max Beerbohm, Jorge Luis Borges, Katherine Mansfield, and
Stevie Smith. From the romantic fragment to the tweet, Aphoristic
Modernity offers a compelling exploration of the short form's pervasive
presence both as a standalone artefact and as part of a larger textual
and cultural matrix.


