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Folk football and early activity -- Origins -- The earliest club --
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-- A strained relationship -- School, work and leisure.

This study of Manchester football, by leading football historian Gary
James, considers the sport's emergence, development and
establishment through to its position as the city's leading team sport.
The period from 1840 to 1919 saw football in Manchester develop from
an inconsequential, occasionally outlawed activity, into a major
business with a variety of popular football clubs and supporting
industry. This book makes a distinct and original contribution to the
historiography of sport. It is the first academic study into the
development of association football in Manchester, and is directly
linked to the current state of knowledge and debates within sports
history on football's origins. It adds regional focus to inform the wider
debate, contextualising the growth of the sport in the city and

identifies communities who propagated and developed football. Robust
research should ensure that this becomes the benchmark study of
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Meaning, verification, and analogy -- Realism, anti-realism, and
religion -- God and falsification -- Creation -- Arguments from world
to God -- Darwinism, disvalues, and design -- God and evil --
Purpose, immanence, and the argument from value -- Meaning,
evolution, and stewardship -- The ethics and metaphysics of
stewardship.

This book presents the case for belief in both creation and evolution at
the same time as rejecting creationism. Issues of meaning supply the
context of inquiry; the book defends the meaningfulness of language
about God, and also relates belief in both creation and evolution to the



meaning of life. Meaning, it claims, can be found in consciously
adopting the role of stewards of the planetary biosphere, and thus of
the fruits of creation. Distinctive features include a sustained case for a
realist understanding of language about God; a contemporary defence
of some of the arguments for belief in God and in creation; a sifting of
different versions of Darwinism and their implications for religious
belief; a Darwinian account of the relation of predation and other
apparent evils to creation; a new presentation of the argument from the
world's value to the purposiveness of evolution; and discussions of
whether or not meaning itself evolves, and of religious and secular
bases for belief in stewardship.



