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Despite French President Charles de Gaulle's persistent efforts to
constructively share French experience and use his resources to help
engineer an American exit from Vietnam, the Kennedy administration
responded to de Gaulle's peace initiatives with bitter silence and
inaction. The administration's response ignited a series of events that
dealt a massive blow to American prestige across the globe, resulting in
the deaths of over fifty-eight thousand American soldiers and turning
hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese citizens into refugees. This
history of Franco-American relations during the Kennedy presidency
explores how and why France and the US disagreed over the proper
western strategy for the Vietnam War.
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