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As LGBTQ movements in Western Europe, North America, and other
regions of the world are becoming increasingly successful at awarding
LGBTQ people rights, especially institutional recognition for same-sex
couples and their families, what becomes of the deeper social
transformation that these movements initially aimed to achieve? The
United States is in many ways a paradigmatic model for LGBTQ
movements in other countries. Sexuality, Subjectivity, and LGBTQ
Militancy in the United States focuses on the transformations of the US
LGBTQ movement since the 1980s, highlighting the relationship
between its institutionalization and the disappearance of sexuality from
its most visible claims, so that its growing visibility and legitimation
since the 1990s have paradoxically led to a decrease in grassroots
militancy. The book examines the issue from the bottom up, identifying
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the links between the varying importance of sexuality as a movement
theme and actors' mobilization, and enhances the import of subjectivity
in militancy. It draws attention to cultural, sometimes infrapolitical,
forms of militancy that perpetuate the role of sexuality in LGBTQ
militancy.
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Theodor Adorno once wrote an essay to "defend Bach against his
devotees." In this book Dana Villa does the same for Hannah Arendt,
whose sweeping reconceptualization of the nature and value of political
action, he argues, has been covered over and domesticated by admirers
(including critical theorists, communitarians, and participatory
democrats) who had hoped to enlist her in their less radical
philosophical or political projects. Against the prevailing "Aristotelian"
interpretation of her work, Villa explores Arendt's modernity, and
indeed her postmodernity, through the Heideggerian and Nietzschean
theme of a break with tradition at the closure of metaphysics. Villa's
book, however, is much more than a mere correction of
misinterpretations of a major thinker's work. Rather, he makes a
persuasive case for Arendt as the postmodern or postmetaphysical
political theorist, the first political theorist to think through the nature
of political action after Nietzsche's exposition of the death of God (i.e.,
the collapse of objective correlates to our ideals, ends, and purposes).
After giving an account of Arendt's theory of action and Heidegger's
influence on it, Villa shows how Arendt did justice to the Heideggerian
and Nietzschean criticism of the metaphysical tradition while avoiding
the political conclusions they drew from their critiques. The result is a
wide-ranging discussion not only of Arendt and Heidegger, but of
Aristotle, Kant, Nietzsche, Habermas, and the entire question of politics
after metaphysics.


