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Sommario/riassunto The Medieval book, both religious and secular, was regarded as a most
precious item. The traces of its use through touching and handling
during different rituals such as oath-taking, is the subject of Kathryn
Rudy's research in Touching Parchment.  Rudy presents numerous and
fascinating case studies that relate to the evidence of use and damage
through touching and or kissing. She also puts each study within a
category of different ways of handling books, mainly liturgical, legal or
choral practice, and in turn connects each practice to the horizontal or
vertical behavioural patterns of users within a public or private
environment.  With her keen eye for observation in being able to
identify various characteristics of inadvertent and targeted ware, the
author adds a new dimension to the Medieval book. She gives the
reader the opportunity to reflect on the social, anthropological and
historical value of the use of the book by sharpening our senses to the
way users handled books in different situations. Rudy has amassed an
incredible amount of material for this research and the way in which
she presents each manuscript conveys an approach that scholars on
Medieval history and book materiality should keep in mind when
carrying out their own research. What perhaps is most striking in her
articulate text, is how she expresses that the touching of books was
not without emotion, and the accumulated effects of these emotions
are worthy of preservation, study and further reflection.
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Frontmatter -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Abbreviations -- Map
-- Introduction -- 1. Episcopal Service to the Court -- 2. Royal
Patronage and Its Benefits -- 3. Unity in Disunity: The Limits of
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Its Effects -- Conclusion -- Bibliography -- Index
Following the dissolution of the Western Roman Empire, local Christian
leaders were confronted with the problem of how to conceptualize and
administer their regional churches. As Gregory Halfond shows, the
bishops of post-Roman Gaul oversaw a transformation in the
relationship between church and state. He shows that by constituting
themselves as a corporate body, the Gallic episcopate was able to wield
significant political influence on local, regional, and kingdom-wide
scales.Gallo-Frankish bishops were conscious of their corporate
membership in an exclusive order, the rights and responsibilities of
which were consistently being redefined and subsequently expressed
through liturgy, dress, physical space, preaching, and association with
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cults of sanctity. But as Halfond demonstrates, individual bishops,
motivated by the promise of royal patronage to provide various forms
of service to the court, often struggled, sometimes unsuccessfully, to
balance their competing loyalties. However, even the resulting conflicts
between individual bishops did not, he shows, fundamentally
undermine the Gallo-Frankish episcopate's corporate identity or
integrity. Ultimately, Halfond provides a far more subtle and
sophisticated understanding of church-state relations across the early
medieval period.
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Pattern Recognition -- Machine Learning -- Deep Learning --
Statistical Learning -- Cognitive Computing -- Computational
Intelligence -- Medical Imaging -- Image and Video Processing --
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The LNCS volume constitutes the refereed proceedings of 10th
International Conference, PReMI 2023, in Kolkata, India, in December
2023. The 91 full papers, presented together with abstracts of 6
keynote and invited talks, were carefully reviewed and selected from
more than 300 submissions. The conference presents topics covering
different aspects of pattern recognition and machine intelligence with
real life state-of-the-art applications.
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