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Preface: The structural characteristics of Christian basilicas -- Part I.
The ruins of the ancient Aksumite basilicas (fourth-seventh century) --
Part II. The architecture of the late-Aksumite and post-Aksumite
basilicas of Tigray (eighth-twelfth century) -- The built basilicas -- The
hypogeal basilicas -- The semi-monolithic basilicas -- Part III. The
architecture of the medieval basilicas of Ethiopia (the twelfth-century
Zagwe kingdom and the restoration of the Solomonic dynasty) --
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The basilica is symbolic of the history of Christianity in Ethiopia. 'Ezana,
the first Christian king of the Aksumite empire was responsible for the
creation of the large, five-aisled church of Maryam Seyon, sadly
destroyed in 1535, and since then many hundreds of basilicas have
been built in Ethiopia, many, including the UNESCO World Heritage site
of Lalibela, literally 'hewn from the rock'. In this book, architectural
historian and architect Mario di Salvo considers the unique architectural
features of Ethiopia's basilicas and explains how they developed over
time. Featuring almost 200 colour illustrations, this book is an
attractive and comprehensive guide to some of Ethiopia's most
inspiring religious buildings. --
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This second volume on Himalayan forests provides critical insights into
Himalayan forests' response to the dual pressures of anthropogenic
and natural stressors during the unprecedented environmental change.
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It examines forest reactions to physical disturbances, climatic shifts
and the extreme temperature regimes that characterize treelines, thus
predicting ecosystem responses under changing conditions. Through
detailed analyses of treeline dynamics, fire ecology and wildlife
distributions, this volume demonstrates forest ecosystem resilience and
vulnerability to environmental stressors and provides insights into the
interaction of biotic and abiotic factors. A distinctive focus on human-
forest relationships examines both direct benefits and ecosystem
service flows that sustain Himalayan communities. From livelihood
transitions and shifting cultivation practices to silvicultural approaches,
this volume bridges ecological science with practical applications.
Coverage of chronic disturbance patterns and forest recovery
trajectories provides frameworks for understanding long-term
ecosystem dynamics. This volume is a reference for conservation
practitioners, climate researchers and forest managers. It addresses
contemporary challenges in mountain ecosystems.


