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The first of a new series, the Contemporary Archive of the Islamic World
, this title draws on the resources of World of Information, a British
publisher that since 1975 has published analyses of the politics and
economics of all the Middle East countries. For decades Syria lay at the
heart of Middle Eastern affairs. Under Assad rulers, and sharing a
border with Israel, Syria’s fortunes have been complex. Strategic
alliances were formed and fell apart. Domestic rebellions were quelled,
often violently. Since 2011, Syria has been in the world’s headlines
every day, riven by a civil war that has risked bringing the world’s

major powers into open conflict. The CAIW provides an essential
background to a complex international problem.



