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"As a fledgling republic, the United States implemented a series of
trading outposts to engage indigenous peoples and to expand
American interests west of the Appalachian Mountains. Under the
authority of the executive branch, this Indian factory system was
designed to strengthen economic ties between Indian nations and the
United States, while eliminating competition from unscrupulous fur
traders. In this detailed history of the Indian factory system, David
Andrew Nichols demonstrates how Native Americans and U.S.
government authorities sought to exert their power in the trading posts
by using them as sites for commerce, political maneuvering, and
diplomatic action"--
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Amalendu Misra shows that while some eminent nationalist leaders
were implacably hostile to Muslims, even wholly secular ones were
uneasy with India's Muslim past and had a generally unfavourable
disposition towards both Muslims and Islam. The book explicates this
by focusing on the writings of Vivekananda, Gandhi, Nehru and
Savarkar supported by a wealth of examples from a wide range of
contexts. It argues that the views of these four prominent individuals
were heavily shaped by British historiography as well as their respective
visions of independent India. The author goes on to suggest how
modern India needs to redefine itself to flourish as a genuinely secular
democracy.
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