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Introduction: a novel approach to reading -- Tolstoy's embodied
reader: grasping the fictional world -- Enduring minds in Austen:
becoming familiar with fictional characters -- Organizing things in
Dickens: comprehension and narrative form -- George Eliot's promise
of more: how realism enchants the everyday -- When novels end: Hardy
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This work explores questions that are central to literary experience but
remain difficult for critics to explain, such as how novels can seem to
transport readers to fictional worlds that feel real, why literary
characters can come to seem like intimate friends, and what is uniquely
pleasurable about reading fiction.



