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In this wide-ranging study of architecture and cultural evolution, the
author argues that underlying the global environmental crisis is a
general resistance to changing personal and social identities shaped by
a technology-based culture and its energy-hungry products. The book
traces the roots of that culture to the coevolution of Homo sapiens and
technology, from the first use of tools as artificial extensions of the
human body, to the motorised cities spreading around the world,
whose uncontrolled effects are changing the planet itself. Advancing a
new concept of the meme, called the 'technical meme', as the primary
agent of cognitive extension and technical embodiment, the author
proposes a theory of the 'extended self' encompassing material and
spatial as well as psychological and social elements. Drawing upon
research from philosophy, psychology and the neurosciences, the book
presents a new approach to environmental and cultural studies that will
appeal to a broad readership searching for insights into the crisis.



