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Introduction: Casting Butler and Ponsonby : before "the ladies of
Llangollen" -- "Sketched by many hands" : narrating Butler and
Ponsonby -- Engendering the ladies : romantic friendship, gender
difference and queer critical practice -- The great success story : Butler
and Ponsonby and the romantic friendship model -- Gender trouble :
Butler and Ponsonby and the masculine/feminine dyad -- "Our
matchless Mary" : Mary Caryll's place at Plas Newydd -- Butler and
Ponsonby and the new queer history -- Becoming the ladies of
Llangollen -- "Keep yourself in your own persons, where you are" :
Butler and Ponsonby's transformation of Plas Newydd -- "Two fugitive
ladies" : on the road with Butler and Ponsonby -- Cultivating identity --
Something more tender still than friendship? -- "Liking one's own sex
in a criminal way" : suspicions of sapphism -- "The saloon of the
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"This book explores the lives and afterlives of Lady Eleanor Butler and
Miss Sarah Ponsonby, whose 1778 elopement rendered them pivotal
figures in the history of female same-sex desire. Butler and Ponsonby's
shared life--written, performed, and enacted in the everyday--
embodied a form of queer celebrity constituted by their notably visible
remoteness to erotic legibility. Their queerness further discloses the
provisionality of the varied critical and political movements that have
claimed them as ancestors in order to sustain their own subject
positions"--Provided by publisher.



