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The language of habit plays a central role in traditional accounts of the
virtues, yet it has received only modest attention among contemporary
scholars of philosophy, psychology, and religion. This volume explores
the role of both “mere habits” and sophisticated habitus in the moral
life. Beginning with an essay by Stanley Hauerwas and edited by
Gregory R. Peterson, James A. Van Slyke, Michael L. Spezio, and Kevin S.
Reimer, the volume explores the history of the virtues and habit in
Christian thought, the contributions that psychology and neuroscience
make to our understanding of habitus, freedom, and character
formation, and the relation of habit and habitus to contemporary
philosophical and theological accounts of character formation and the
moral life. Contributors are: Joseph Bankard, Dennis Bielfeldt, Craig
Boyd, Charlene Burns, Mark Graves, Brian Green, Stanley Hauerwas,
Todd Junkins, Adam Martin, Darcia Narvaez, Gregory R. Peterson, Kevin
S. Reimer, Lynn C. Reimer, Michael L. Spezio, Kevin Timpe, and George
Tsakiridis.


