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Scholarship on Iraq under the Ba'th regime has traditionally focused on
the rule of Saddam Hussein and his narrow inner circle. The centrality
of the former president in Iraqi politics until spring 2003 and the
tyranny of his regime were evident, and available sources concerning
developments inside Iraqi society during that period were scarce.This
book explores whether traditional paradigms of totalitarian rule can be
applied to Ba'thist Iraq, closely examining state-society relations and
uncovering the nature of the regime and how Iraqis lived with it. The
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