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For eight years the president of the United States was a born-again
Christian, backed by well-organized evangelicals who often seemed
intent on erasing the church-state divide. In Europe, the increasing
number of radicalized Muslims is creating widespread fear that Islam is
undermining Western-style liberal democracy. And even in polytheistic
Asia, the development of democracy has been hindered in some
countries, particularly China, by a long history in which religion was
tightly linked to the state. lan Buruma is the first writer to provide a
sharp-eyed look at the tensions between religion and politics on three
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continents. Drawing on many contemporary and historical examples, he
argues that the violent passions inspired by religion must be tamed in
order to make democracy work. Comparing the United States and
Europe, Buruma asks why so many Americans--and so few
Europeans--see religion as a help to democracy. Turning to China and
Japan, he disputes the notion that only monotheistic religions pose
problems for secular politics. Finally, he reconsiders the story of radical
Islam in contemporary Europe, from the case of Salman Rushdie to the
murder of Theo van Gogh. Sparing no one, Buruma exposes the follies
of the current culture war between defenders of "Western values" and
"multiculturalists," and explains that the creation of a democratic
European Islam is not only possible, but necessary. Presenting a
challenge to dogmatic believers and dogmatic secularists alike, Taming
the Gods powerfully argues that religion and democracy can be
compatible--but only if religious and secular authorities are kept firmly
apart.
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1 Cloud Portability and Interoperability -- 2 Methodologies for Cloud
Portability and Interoperability -- 3 Cross-platform Cloud APIs -- 4
Ready to go solutions -- 5 Research Initiatives and Emerging
Standards.

This book offers readers a quick, comprehensive and up-to-date
overview of the most important methodologies, technologies, APIs and
standards related to the portability and interoperability of cloud
applications and services, illustrated by a number of use cases
representing a variety of interoperability and portability scenarios. The
lack of portability and interoperability between cloud platforms at
different service levels is the main issue affecting cloud-based services
today. The brokering, negotiation, management, monitoring and
reconfiguration of cloud resources are challenging tasks for developers
and users of cloud applications due to the different business models
associated with resource consumption, and to the variety of services
and features offered by different cloud providers. In chapter 1 the
concepts of cloud portability and interoperability are introduced,
together with the issues and limitations arising when such features are
lacking or ignored. Subsequently, chapter 2 provides an overview of the
state-of-the-art methodologies and technologies that are currently
used or being explored to enable cloud portability and interoperability.
Chapter 3 illustrates the main cross-platform cloud APIs and how they
can solve interoperability and portability issues. In turn, chapter 4
presents a set of ready-to-use solutions which, either because of their
broad-scale use in cloud computing scenarios or because they utilize
established or emerging standards, play a fundamental part in
providing interoperable and portable solutions. Lastly, chapter 5
presents an overview of emerging standards for cloud Interoperability
and portability. Researchers and developers of cloud-based services
will find here a brief survey of the relevant methodologies, APIs and
standards, illustrated by case studies and complemented by an
extensive reference list for more detailed descriptions of every topic
covered.



