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In 1975, a group of Dutch and British scholars published a conference
volume of collected essays entitled Some Political Mythologies . That
conference sought to examine the political myth as an object of
historical study, particularly in the context of the tumultuous and
exceptional history of the Low Countries. Thirty years later, a more
diverse group of scholars gathered to re-examine the history of Dutch
myth-making in light of developments in theoretical and
methodological approaches to understanding the role of myths in
national identity, moral geography, and community formation. The
results of their efforts appear in this volume, Myth in History: History in
Myth . The essays cover developments in history, anthropology,
cartography, philosophy, art history, and literature as they pertain to
how the Dutch historically perceived these myths and how the myths
have been treated by previous generations of historians.


