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"Frivolity isn't always frivolous - sometimes it can be sacred. Sacred
Play uncovers levity and playfulness in a variety of South Asian
traditions where one might least expect to find it: in the heart of ritual.
Case studies of Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Buddhist rituals examine
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instances of levity that challenge social or religious norms, in which
mischievous deities inspire similar behavior among their devotees, and
where playful competition incites serious consequences. Sacred Play
explores how piety and levity can complement and complicate one
another, enriching our understanding of both."--BOOK JACKET.


