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Fin-de-siecle Vienna remains a central event in the birth of the
century''s modern culture. Our understanding of what happened in
those key decades in Central Europe at the turn of the century has been
shaped in the last years by an historiography presided over by Carl
Schorske''s Fin de Siecle Vienna and the model of the relationship
between politics and culture which emerged from his work and that of
his followers. Recent scholarship, however, has begun to question the
main paradigm of this school, i.e. the ""failure of liberalism.""
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