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In 2005, The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) provided the first
global assessment of the world's ecosystems and ecosystem services. It
concluded that recent trends in ecosystem change threatened human
wellbeing due to declining ecosystem services. This bleak prophecy has
galvanized conservation organizations, ecologists, and economists to
work toward rigorous valuations of ecosystem services at a spatial scale
and with a resolution that can inform public policy. The editors have
assembled the world's leading scientists in the fields of conservation,
policy analysis, and resource economics
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