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Since the dawn of history people have used charms and spells to try to
control their environment, and forms of divination to try to foresee the
otherwise unpredictable chances of life. Many of these techniques were
called 'superstitious' by educated elites. For centuries religious
believers used 'superstition' as a term of abuse to denounce another
religion that they thought inferior, or to criticize their fellow-believers
for practising their faith 'wrongly'. From the Middle Ages to the
Enlightenment, scholars argued over what 'superstition' was, how to
identify it, and how to persuade people


