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The complexity of the American economy and polity has grown at an
explosive rate in our era of globalization. Yet as the 2008 financial
crisis revealed, the evolution of the American state has not proceeded
apace. The crisis exposed the system's manifold political and economic
dysfunctionalities. Featuring a cast of leading scholars working at the
intersection of political science and American history, The
Unsustainable American State is a historically informed account of the
American state's development from the nineteenth century to the
present. It focuses in particular on the state-produced



