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This study traces the origins of American violence, racism, and
paranoia to the founding moments of the new nation and the initial
instability of Americans' national sense of self. It explores how the
founding generation, lacking a common history, governmental
infrastructures, and shared culture, solidified their national sense of

self by imagining a series of 'others’ (African Americans, Native
Americans, women, the propertyless) whose differences from European
American male founders overshadowed the differences that divided
those founders.



