
UNINA99107922081033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Total reduplication : the areal linguistics of a potential universal

Pubbl/distr/stampa [Place of publication not identified] : , : [De Gruyter], , [2011]
©[2011]

ISBN 3-05-005097-7

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (xvi, 620 p. ) : ill. ;

Collana Studia Typologica ; ; 8

Classificazione ET 300

Disciplina 415

Soggetti Grammar, Comparative and general - Reduplication

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Bibliographic Level Mode of Issuance: Monograph

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Front Matter -- Part A: How to approach total reduplication -- 1.
Introduction -- 2. What is reduplication? -- 3. History -- 4. Universal
vs. areal -- 5. Grammar, grammaticalisation and functions -- Part B:
Total reduplication - the Maltese experience -- 6. TR in Maltese - an
in-depth case study. 6.1. On quantities -- 6.2. Qualities. 6.3. Maltese
TR - final words -- Part C: Total reduplication - the European
perspective -- 7. TR in Europe: What is Europe? What are European
languages? -- 8. European quantities -- 9. European qualities -- Part
D: What does total reduplication teach us? -- 10. Behind TR -- Back
Matter
Total reduplication is a widely common phenomenon in human
languages. Nevertheless, it has not gained sufficient attention among
linguists. This monograph demonstrates that the comparative study of
total reduplication challenges the traditional notion of linguistic
universal. Contrary to the belief that total reduplication is almost
completely unknown in the linguistic landscape of Europe, it is shown
that a sizable group of European languages make ample use of total
reduplication (not only for lexical but also for grammatical purposes).
This means that the areal-typological map of the Old Continent has to
be modified considerably. With special focus on the situation in Europe,
the functional and formal aspects which determine the systematic
character of total reduplication are presented according to quantitative
and qualitative principles. Their importance for general linguistic theory
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is elaborated upon. The results are evaluated cartographically. The data
are drawn from several hundred languages (standard and nonstandard
varieties) world-wide. Methodologically, the study relies on a huge
parallel literary corpus.
Totale Reduplikation ist ein zu Unrecht in der typologischen
Sprachforschung wenig beachtetes Phänomen. In dieser Monographie
wird nachgewiesen, dass die sprachvergleichende Erforschung von
totaler Reduplikation Konsequenzen für das allgemeine Verständnis
von sprachlichen Universalien hat. Auch in Europa kann entgegen
gängiger Auffassungen totale Reduplikation nachgewiesen werden,
wodurch das Bild vom sprachlichen Areal Europa revidiert werden
muss. Die funktionale und formale Systematik der totalen Reduplikation
wird in qualitativer und quantitativer Hinsicht mit Schwerpunkt auf die
europäische Situation detailliert dargestellt und für die allgemeine
Theoriebildung fruchtbar gemacht. Die Ergebnisse werden
sprachgeographisch mit Hilfe von Isoglossen ausgewertet. Die Daten
stammen aus mehreren Hundert Varietäten weltweit.


