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The theory of distributions has numerous applications and is
extensively used in mathematics, physics and engineering. There is
however relatively little elementary expository literature on distribution
theory. This book is intended as an introduction. Starting with the
elementary theory of distributions, it proceeds to convolution products
of distributions, Fourier and Laplace transforms, tempered
distributions, summable distributions and applications. The theory is
illustrated by several examples, mostly beginning with the case of the
real line and then followed by examples in higher dimensions. This is a
justified and practical approach, it helps the reader to become familiar
with the subject. A moderate number of exercises are added.
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The book shows how three of Russia's most important twentieth
century poets used autobiographical prose to defend poetry and the
poet in an era when poetry was under attack. It juxtaposes these
autobiographies with each other and with the culturo-political events
that followed Russia's 1917 October Revolution in a way that has never
previously been attempted.
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