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Sommario/riassunto In this paper we claim that the emergence of the existential pro-form

in early Italo-Romance is motivated by the overt marking of
definiteness on the pivot. The available data from a relatively large
corpus of early Italo-Romance texts dating from C13th to C16th
suggest that the overt marking of definiteness, which differentiates
Romance from its ancestor Latin, favours the establishment of an
existential pattern where the encoding of non-canonical pivots (definite
ones) is licensed only if a locative element occurs in the structure; this
can be a locative phrase, a locative relative pronoun



