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This book examines the relationship between humans and nature that
evolved in medieval Europe over the course of a millennium. From the
beginning, people lived in nature and discovered things about it.
Ancient societies bequeathed to the Middle Ages both the Bible and a
pagan conception of natural history. These conflicting legacies shaped
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medieval European ideas about the natural order and what economic,
moral and biological lessons it might teach. This book analyzes five
themes found in medieval views of nature - grafting, breeding mules,
original sin, property rights and disaster - to understand what some
medieval people found in nature and what their assumptions and
beliefs kept them from seeing.
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Yuri Gurevich has played a major role in the discovery and development
of - plications of mathematical logic to theoretical and practical
computer science. His interests have spanned a broad spectrum of
subjects, including decision p- cedures, the monadic theory of order,
abstract state machines, formal methods, foundations of computer
science, security, and much more. In May 2010, Yuri celebrated his
70th birthday. To mark that occasion, on August 22, 2010,a
symposium was held in Brno, the Czech Republic, as a sat- lite event of
the 35th International Symposium on Mathematical Foundations of
Computer Science (MFCS 2010) and of the 19th EACSL Annual
Conference on Computer Science Logic (CSL 2010). The meeting
received generous support from Microsoft Research. In preparation for
this 70th birthday event, we asked Yuri’s colleagues (whether or not
they were able to attend the symposium) to contribute to a volume in
his honor. This book is the result of that e?ort. The collection of articles
herein begins with an academic biography, an annotated list of Yuri’s
publications and reports, and a personaltribute by Jan Van den Bussche.
These are followed by 28 technical contributions. These articles –
though they cover a broad range of topics – represent only a fraction of
Yuri’s multiple areas of interest. Each contribution was reviewed by one
or two readers. In this regard, the editors wish to thank several
anonymous individuals for their assistance.


